OSAB 17(07)


MINUTES OF THE SEVENTEENTH  MEETING OF THE OFCOM SPECTRUM ADVISORY BOARD HELD ON MONDAY 9 JULY AT 10.00 AM IN ROOM 11.01, RIVERSIDE HOUSE.

Present: 

Sir David Brown (Chair)

Dr David Cleevely

Professor Leela Damodaran

Professor Barry Evans

Debbie Gillatt
Phillipa Marks

Robert Pepper



Professor Simon Saunders




Andrew Sleigh




Professor Will Stewart

Professor Peter Swann

Professor Tommaso Valletti

In Attendance: 
Aude Accary-Bonnery (DCMS)

Paul Rogers, Secretariat

Professor William Webb, Head of R&D and Senior Technologist

Ben Willis (Ofcom)

Jon Zeff (DCMS)

Apologies:
 
Peter Ingram

Philip Rutnam

Dr Walter Tuttlebee

Action
	Item 1: Minutes of Last Meeting held on 21 May 2007 – OSAB 16(07)
1. The Minutes of the previous Meeting held on 21 May 2007 previously circulated to the Board, were (subject to the correction of one typographical error) agreed as an accurate record.

Item 2: Chairman’s Introduction and Matters Arising
2. The Chairman welcomed all present to the seventeenth meeting of OSAB.   He introduced Robert Pepper, Peter Swann and Tommaso Valletti – all newly appointed to OSAB and attending for the first time.   He reminded everyone that future meetings would be held on Monday afternoons   A discussion took place on the recent changes to Ministerial appointments and the renamed DTI (Department for Business Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (DBERR)).

3. The actions arising from the last meeting related to agenda items for the present meeting and had been carried out.  Leela Damodaran’s offer to find a speaker on the societal aspects of Web evolution should the item appear on the agenda again was accepted.

Item 3: Web Evolution
4. Ben Willis attended the meeting to brief the members on web evolution.   The briefing had been requested because of OSAB’s interest in the evolution of the web and the relationship between network architecture and spectrum use.

5. The briefing covered:

· What Web 2.0 was

· Web 2.0 technologies and services

· Implications for business, consumers and regulation

· The growth of Virtual Worlds (such as Second Life) and its implications

6. The members noted that Web 2.0 allowed users to customise services to their particular needs, promote online communities, aggregate and combine information and services to make them richer and useful.   An abundance of information was now available through Wikis, (which was greater than that which could be provided through the on-line version of Encyclopaedia Britannica but without the same quality control).  It was considered that Web 2.0 might offer opportunities for regulatory withdrawal from markets currently regulated by Ofcom as they move towards self or co-regulated.  It was noted that consumer protection would be required and that a suitable legal framework would need to be in place.   

7. Virtual worlds are highly interactive and immersive online graphic environments.   The development of virtual worlds provided social networks, the potential for on-line business meetings (but with security implications), better targeted communication networks (through blogging and podcasting) and a virtual economy.    It was noted that the major growth areas were virtual sex and gambling.    
8. A detailed discussion followed the end of the briefing.  The members found the presentation to be of a very high standard.

9. OSAB was of the view that Web 2.0 and Web 3.0 were increasingly immersive and that Virtual Worlds were at the leading edge of immersiveness.  It was noted that Virtual Worlds are currently untethered at present and had the potential for rapid evolution.   Virtual worlds offered users immediacy but would be bandwidth hungry.    It offered the potential to increase the value of parts of the spectrum due to combinations of loading and bandwidth.    It was thought that these increasing demands and need to innovate might provide the spur for the development of cognitive radio by making manufacturers aware of the market opportunities.  

10. It was agreed that members should send any further observations they would wish to make to Paul Rogers and that an update on Web evolution should appear on a future agenda.

Item 4: Spectrum auctions and liberalisation
11. Jon Zeff and Aude Accary-Bonnery joined the meeting to provide OSAB with the DCMS perspective on spectrum auctions and liberalisation.  Mr Zeff explained that, whilst DCMS was not responsible for spectrum policy, it had a close interest in broadcast management (in common with that of DBERR.   
12. Mr Zeff outlined to OSAB the three DCMS policy objectives:

· to promote competition across the market

· to provide consumer protection

· to ensure access in order to encourage diversity in content

13. DCMS adopted a technology neutral approach to spectrum issues but also needed to take into account the needs of users.  The main strategy issue was the Digital Dividend Review in which Ofcom took the lead role and identify where market failure was a possibility where spectrum scarcity occurred.   There were three areas of interest to DCMS:

· Programme making and special events (where there were currently insufficient incentives or capability to raise efficiency and innovation in the long term) 

· Future of HDTV and digital TV (where Ministers were not persuaded that there was a case for supporting HDTV on Freeview)

· Local and community TV (to ensure that a range of platforms existed for these services)
14. A full discussion took place in which the following observations were made:

· that consideration needed to be given to the development of alternative platforms for the delivery of services where spectrum became scarce

· that PSB should include other forms of broadcasting – such as podcasting

· that most programmes were recorded rather than viewed live

· that in future the majority of content would not be delivered by broadcast

· that multiplexes should be permitted to scale up for HD TV where demand existed

15. OSAB concluded that there was a clear case for DCMS and Ofcom to work closely together on spectrum issues.  The members thought that a much longer term view needed to be taken on the future of broadcasting.  It was agreed that OSAB would revisit this subject at a later date.

Item 5: Update on Ofcom R&D programme

16. William Webb briefed OSAB on Ofcom’s R&D programme.   The research budget for 2007/08 was £3.5 million and would be allocated to the following areas:  

· Socio-economic research into spectrum and technology issues

· Leading edge research review activities

· Propagation-related work

· Reaping the reward of complete and ongoing research

17. Over the course of 2007/08 the following R&D activities would take place:

· Future technology trends – to identify and prioritise future technology areas, providing input for Ofcom future research areas

· Annual Technology Research Report and Symposium (May 2008)

· Technology Watch – far term technology horizon scanning and early identification of technologies which may impact on wireless/telecoms landscape

· Wider involvement – membership of WWRF and CRN and involvement in selected European projects

18. OSAB welcomed the presentation; in particular the steps being taken to identify future socio-economic changes

Item 6: Topics for next meeting and brainstorming


19. A discussion took place on the areas of work to be engaged in by OSAB which would be of value to Ofcom.  The following work areas were suggested:

· that cognitive radio and alternative technologies relating to presence management should be revisited by OSAB

· web evolution over the next 20-30 years

· the future of regulation – should there be one regulator rather than a network of national regulators

· the socio-technological influence on spectrum

· content  beyond policy and regulatory highlights

20. It was agreed that Paul Rogers would arrange for a conference call between David Brown, Peter Ingram and William Webb to take place after the summer break to discuss the agenda for the meeting on 24 September and October brainstorming event.

Item 7: Any Other Business

21. Simon Saunders briefed the members on the work of the Femto Forum.

…………………………………………..

CHAIRMAN
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