FOURTEENTH MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE OFCOM SPECTRUM ADVISORY BOARD HELD ON MONDAY 29 JANUARY AT 10.00 AM IN ROOM 11.01, RIVERSIDE HOUSE.

Present: 

Sir David Brown (Chair)

Professor Barry Evans

Debbie Gillatt
Phillipa Marks
Professor Mike Short

Andrew Sleigh



Professor Will Stewart




Stephen Temple




Dr Walter Tuttlebee

In Attendance: 
Greg Bensberg




Laurent Bodusseau




Matthew Conway

Peter Ingram, Chief Technology Officer

Bob Philips,

Paul Rogers, Secretariat

Steve Roper

Philip Rutnam, Partner, Spectrum and Policy Group

Professor William Webb, Head of R&D and Senior Technologist

Apologies:
 
Professor Martin Cave
Dr David Cleevely

Professor Leela Damodaran

Stephen Lowe




Gary Tonge










                












Action

	Item 1: Minutes of Last Meeting held on 4 December 2006 – OSAB 13(06)
1. The Minutes of the previous Meeting held on 4th December 2006 previously circulated to the Board, were agreed as an accurate record.

Item 2: Chairman’s Introduction and Matters Arising
2. The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting and recorded apologies for absence had been received from Professor Martin Cave, David Cleevely, Professor Leela Damodaran, Stephen Lowe and Gary Tonge.

3. The Chairman welcomed Paul Rogers as the new Secretary to OSAB.

4. Ofcom was awaiting the outcome of its funding bid before deciding whether to take forward OSAB’s suggestion that it host an event with DTI/DCMS and other appropriate departments with a view to joint work on the applications of Personal Wireless Services to different groups in society.

5. The Chairman said that this was the third year of OSAB’s existence and outlined the arrangements by which one third of its membership would be rotated on an annual basis.   The following members were due to stand down after the March meeting: Gary Tonge, Mike Short, Martin Cave and Stephen Lowe.   The Chairman recorded Ofcom’s gratitude for the work they had carried out as a member of OSAB.

6. Leela Damodaran, Walter Tuttlebee, Stephen Temple and David Cleevely would serve as members for a further two years.   Phillipa Marks, Will Stewart and the Chairman would stay in post for three more years.  It was planned to bring in the new tranche of members in time for the May meeting.  It was agreed that members should send their suggestions for potential new members to Paul Rogers to be passed onto Ofcom.    
Item 3: Digital Dividend Review
7. OSAB received a presentation on the Digital Dividend Review consultation which started on 19 December 2006 and would close on 20 March 2007.   Ofcom had identified a range of possible uses for the spectrum that would be released.   Three types of spectrum were under review:

· The spectrum cleared as a direct result of DSO (14 channels of 8 MHz)

· Channel 36 (presently mainly airport radar) and channel 69 (presently mainly wireless microphones and other similar equipment)

· ‘White space’ that will be interleaved within the 256MHz (32 channels) used for the 6 DTT multiplexes

8. Ofcom proposed a market led approach for the allocation of the freed spectrum with an auction likely to take place in late 2008.  

9. OSAB members discussed their proposed response to the consultation.    They did not accept the argument that in this case the market was best placed to make decisions and argued that the regulator should use its influence to guide the market.   OSAB were also concerned that DDR seemed to be driven from a spectrum management base with insufficient regard to UK competitiveness or GDP benefit.   Ofcom needed to take a longer term view on the value of spectrum.

10. It was agreed that members would have until the end of February to submit their comments on the discussion site for consideration by Mike Short in drawing up a formal OSAB response to the consultation.

Item 4: Overview of preparation work for the 2012 Olympics

11. OSAB received a presentation on spectrum for the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games.   Ofcom’s role included:

· the organisation of a full frequency plan for the Games and arranging for all the spectrum licences in good time in support of the plan.  

· The delivery of Government guarantees on the allocation of necessary frequencies and that no fees would be charged for members of the Olympic family

· Working closely with LOCOG and with a UKSSC subcommittee

12. Two work streams had been identified: event needs and support services.   It was estimated that there would be an event need of 4.1GHz in order to cover:

· Field radios (14.95 MHz)

· Audio links (232 MHz)

· Video links (3.9GHz)

13. There was no allowance for contingency in this estimate and OSAB was concerned about the lack of detailed contingency planning.    Ofcom needed to take into account the likely growth of outside broadcast needs and to ensure that support services (eg emergency services etc) were not affected.  OSAB noted that Ofcom did not have central control but needed to be in a position to guide decision making.   OSAB took comfort from the amount of rigorous work underway as there was an awareness that there was only a short period of time left (mid 2007) for effective decision making to take place.   OSAB recognised the impact that the 2012 Olympics would have on the nation and on the national economy and stood ready to assist Ofcom in any way it could.   It was agreed that an update report would be given within the next three months.

Item 5: Mobile TV
14. Stephen Temple gave a presentation on Mobile TV.   Mobile TV would offer a new balance of convenience and control with TV broadcasting, video-on-demand and non-real time viewing.   He suggested that there were a number of influences affecting the future direction of mobile TV – such as the size of the TV screen and the technology to be adopted eg:

· DMB Technology at VHF – which offered a low cost of national coverage but limited TV channel choice, only QCIF picture quality and the need for the headphone lead to act as an aerial

· 3G at 2 GHz(HSDPA + MBMS) – would give a rich multimedia mix, 60% coverage, content on demand and choice of handsets but with limited TV channel choice and only QCIF picture quality

· DVB-H at UHF or L-Band – was the de facto EU standard with a reasonable channel choice and good picture quality on larger mobile phone screens but could not provide video on demand and was not the best technology available

· UHF would provide significantly lower network cost than L-Band

· S-DMB with complementary ground component at 2.2GHz had the potential for the most comprehensive coverage and a reasonable channel choice and picture quality but was the most expensive of the infrastructure options and would take the longest to industrialise

15. Stephen Temple also proposed that Ofcom’s ‘technology neutrality’ policy should not mean indifference to common technical standards for broadcasting.   Common technical standards for broadcasting were thought to be in the consumer’s interest as they would maximise choice of TV channel, service provider and handset.

16. The presentation identified a number of high level issues for Ofcom to consider.  OSAB would assist in that process by offering advice on the future for mobile TV.    It was crucial that the market should understand spectrum so that innovation could take place and that it fell to Ofcom to ensure that this understanding occurred.

17. It was agreed that Stephen Temple would discuss with Philip Rutnam and Peter Ingram the arrangements for a tutorial on mobile TV for interested Ofcom colleagues to take place.   It was also agreed that a second stage meeting with Ofcom would take place with other OSAB members in attendance to discuss issues such as the timing of the release of Channel 36.

Item 6: Any other business

18. A draft OSAB response to Ofcom’s Annual Plan for 2007/08 prepared by Mike Short had been circulated.   It was agreed that members would send any comments they had to Professor Short by Friday 2nd February.   A copy of the OSAB response would be posted on the discussion forum.

Item 7: Date of Next Meeting
19. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 27 March 2007, Riverside House, in room 1.01/02.   It was planned that OSAB will join the Ofcom Board for discussion and lunch and all members were urged to attend.   It was agreed that the agenda would include an update on the preparation for the 2012 Olympics.

20. There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and the Meeting closed.
……………………………..

CHAIRMAN

PLR 31 JANUARY 2007


	Action: Stephen Temple

Action: All members.




